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Pick Your Part
· Parent
· Disciple
· Child

When a novelist writes a book or a screenwriter writes a movie, if they want any chance at success, they had better have characters that the audience can relate too.  Being able to relate with a character in a story or movie makes the character more real to us.  We can measure our own actions to their actions and in doing so the characters become more endearing, funnier and more understandable.  

Novelists and screenwriters want people to relate because the more people relate, the more sales they generate!  On of the things I like most about the Bible is that it is so relatable.  The authors did not pen the words for money.  But the Author knew his audience very well.  He made sure that fellow human beings wrote down the series of events in the lives of so many people in the Bible so that we could see ourselves in them.  He put down the good, the bad and the ugly.  His writing is a mirror with which we can compare our own actions and motives.  

You see, no matter who you are this morning, you can relate to Biblical characters.  We have before us a simple story this morning—written by the king of simple gospel writing, Mark.  The events don’t take long to narrate.  The character list is small.  A multitude of people is condensed into one character action: people bringing their children to Jesus.  12 disciples are condensed into one character action: the men who turn away the people.  And the one person who is bigger than them all stands at the center—just as he does in the rest of Scripture—our Savior, Jesus Christ, rebuking and embracing.  

So with which set of characters can you relate this morning.  Pick you part.  Are you a parent?  Are you a disciple?  Are you a child?

Let’s look first at the parents.  Mark records, 13People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them.  Every parent this morning knows that if there is something that is good for your kid, you’ll go to great lengths to make sure that they have it.  What was it that drove these parents to want to carry their children to Jesus to have him touch them?  

Those human hands of Jesus had done divine things.  The touch of those hands had meant healing for so many sick people.  The blind regained sight, the deaf heard, incurable skin diseases simply vanished at his touch.  Those hands held a dead girl’s hand while Jesus said, “Get up!” and the little girl got up again.  Those hands had been there to help a little boy to his feet after a demon had been driven out of him.  

Even if their children weren’t sick, these parents knew that Jesus was good for their kids.  And so they willingly and eagerly brought their children to Jesus.  

And so as parents, you have brought your children to Jesus.  You brought them to the baptismal font, not so that Jesus could lay his hands on them, but so that he could lay his perfection on them.  Sinful from the time they were conceived, they needed that perfection.  Without it, their sin kept them from the praise that God gives, “This is my son with whom I am well-pleased.”  And you so brought them and they received the perfect record of Jesus and their sins melted away in a washing of rebirth and renewal.

You bring your child to Jesus when you bring them here to worship.  They hear his words and learn to know his voice through the reading of Scripture and the preaching of his Word.  

You bring your child to Jesus when you bring them to Sunday School.  There, in terms that they can understand, they learn the stories of God’s people—stories that always end up talking about Jesus.  

You bring your child to Jesus when you bring them to St. Mark’s Lutheran School where everything that they learn is touched by Jesus, where they begin and end their day at their Savior’s feet, learning about him and learning from him.  

You bring your child to Jesus when you bring them to Sunday night confirmation class.  At that age, they have sponges for minds and here their minds soak up the truths of their Savior.  

You bring your child to Jesus every time you sit down at home with your family and do all those things I just mentioned.  You do it because you know that it’s the best thing you can do for your child.  You bring them to the doctor to make sure that they are healthy.  You bring them to playgrounds so that they can run and exercise their growing bodies.  You bring them to school to learn lessons that will help them in life.  You bring them to meals three times a day plus snacks so that they can be nourished.  But all of those things only last a while.  

When you bring your child to Jesus, they receive all of those things, but those things last into eternity.  When you bring your child to Jesus, he guarantees that no disease and not even death will rob them of their health.  He exercises their growing faith as they learn to match up his promises with the realities of their life.  He teaches them lessons that are not only good for this life, but look forward to the longer life to come.  He himself feeds them with the bread of life—so that they will never be hungry or thirsty.  

So it’s obvious why these parents brought their children to Jesus.  It’s obvious why you bring your children to Jesus.  But what in the world is wrong with the disciples?  These parents come thronging to Jesus with their children but the disciples rebuked them.  Why would Jesus inner circle of followers verbally stiff-arm these poor parents and children?

Do you know that at least once in every chapter of his gospel, Mark mentions large crowds? These are crowds that prevent the disciples from being alone with their master.  These are crowds that prevent the disciples from even being able to sit down for supper.  These are crowds that never go away.  They are always swarming, always pestering.  Why, even Jesus himself had once given the disciples the instructions to get a boat for him so that the throng of people wouldn’t crowd him.  

This day had been no different.  It started with a crowd, continued with a heated debate with the Pharisees on the topic of divorce.  Then Jesus had taken the disciples aside into a house and answered their questions on divorce.  And then the parents showed up with their kids and were threatening to ruin yet another “alone time” with Jesus.  Enough already!  

But in Jesus’ response to this action of his disciples, we see the heart of the reason for the disciples’ rebuking the parents and children.  14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

The kingdom of God was a concept that the disciples were slow to pick up on.  When they heard “kingdom” they thought of earthly kingdoms—of a mighty king governing with wisdom and power over an earthly nation.  And, as the special twelve selected by the future king, they were constantly jostling for position in rank underneath him.  

Just a short time earlier, Jesus had confronted them because they had been arguing about who was the greatest.  To illustrate his point, he had taken a little child and had him stand among them.   “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.  Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”  

How soon the disciples had forgotten the object lesson.  They had not welcomed these little children.  The crowds of adults with all of their opinions and influence couldn’t be turned away.  They were too important to the future kingdom.  But children?  Children don’t matter.  They are small.  They have no power, no influence.  They can’t even think deeply.  They can be sent away.

How often can we be like the disciples?  We keep our kids away from Jesus because they are too young to understand.  They can’t comprehend the order of worship, they can’t read the words and if they can they can’t really understand them yet.  It’s just a hassle to have them in church.  There are no kids on the Coordinating Council.  No child can come up with a goal, mission, vision or objective for our boards here at St. Mark’s.  They are too small and their abilities too limited to be used to any real effect for our congregation.  They have no money to support our budget.  They aren’t at eye level when we greet one another on Sunday morning and so we overlook them.  Children are only important later…right?

Jesus turned the disciples’ idea of kingdom on its head by reminding them that God’s kingdom is a place where children belong—and not only belong, but are featured prominently.  The territory of God’s kingdom is human hearts—and every human heart matters.  Jesus rules not only in wise old adults, but especially in the littlest child.

What is it about a child that is noteworthy in the kingdom of God?  In the kingdom of God, the least is the greatest.  In the kingdom of God, it is not strength of reasoning, but a simple trust that matters.  In the kingdom of God, it is not the informed and educated decision of a person who has reached an “age of accountability” that makes you a member, but the decision and choosing of God by his power and promise.  

Hey, little kids.  I don’t talk to you often enough in the sermon.  I figure you’re not really paying attention.  But listen.  You are very important people this morning.  You know that Jesus loves you.  You know that Jesus died for you and rose again.  You know that Jesus is in your heart.  You trust God will protect you and feed you.  You simply trust God.  You may be very, very small, but that makes you very, very big in God’s kingdom.  

But you don’t need to be a child to pick the part of “child” this morning.  
We are all “children of God.”  God has adopted us into his family through baptism and we are his little children.  Be spiritual Peter Pans.  There are people who, no matter how old they get, are never far removed from their inner child.  Please add to your faith knowledge.  Grow in your understanding of what God has promised you in his Word.  But never grow up in the respect that at your heart and core you view yourself as on the bottom.  May you remember that you are weak and yet in you weakness may you trust the God that you know is more powerful and more knowledgeable than you.  


No matter which part you picked this morning, no matter which part you identified with, the most important character in this story is Jesus.  There he is, inviting, welcoming, embracing and blessing little children.  Bring your children.  They may be small, but in Jesus’ kingdom they are a big deal.  He has blessed you with them and has blessed them through his word.  When you feel the need to keep your children at a distance from Jesus, listen to his rebuke.  “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  Remember that you are a child too.  Long for his embrace.  Enjoy his blessings now and look forward to all the blessings to come—in this life and the next.  

AMEN.

